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Apigenin promotes melanogenesis and melanosome transport through the c-KIT/Raf-1/MAPK/CREB
pathway in HEMCs
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English summary

Apigenin was examined in human melanocytes, zebrafish and human skin explants. At 10 uM, melanocyte melanin
production reached 1.8 times the control level.

Inhibition and knockdown experiments implicated c-KIT signalling. Skin-explant findings included increased pigmentation and
reduced UVB-related DNA-damage markers; the direction is pigmentation enhancement, not lightening.

The work highlights why ingredient-specific pigmentation direction matters and does not establish sunscreen protection

ratings.
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